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overview
CHAPTER 1

The Koran must be the world’s most famous book that very few have 
read and even fewer have understood. There is no time sequence in the 
Koran, since the chapters are laid out in order of their length, not in time. 
The Koran has been randomized, and the plot has been destroyed. That is 
found in the Koran at the bookstore. 

Now in less time than it takes to watch a professional sports game, you 
can understand the nature of the Koran. Hence, the name: A Two-Hour 
Koran. This book is not a complete Koran, but after reading it, you will be 
able to pick up a “real” Koran at the bookstore and understand it. 

kafir

The fi rst step in learning about Islam is to know the right defi nition of 
words. The language of Islam is dualistic. There is a division of humanity 
into believer and kafi r (Kafi r). Humanity is divided into those who believe 
Mohammed is the prophet of Allah, and those who do not. 

Kafi r is the actual word the Koran uses for non-Muslims. It is usually 
translated as unbeliever, but that translation is wrong. The word unbeliev-
er is neutral. As you will see, the attitude of the Koran towards unbelievers 
is very negative. The Koran defi nes the Kafi r in the following ways: 

The Kafi r is hated—
40:35 Th ey [Kafi rs] who dispute the signs [Koran verses] of Allah without 
authority having reached them are greatly hated by Allah and the be-
lievers. So Allah seals up every arrogant, disdainful heart.

A Kafi r can be beheaded—
47:4 When you encounter the Kafi rs on the battlefi eld, cut off  their heads 
until you have thoroughly defeated them and then take the prisoners 
and tie them up fi rmly.

A Kafi r can be plotted against— 
86:15 Th ey plot and scheme against you [Mohammed], and I plot and 
scheme against them. Th erefore, deal calmly with the Kafi rs and leave 
them alone for a while.
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A Kafi r can be terrorized—
8:12 Th en your Lord spoke to His angels and said, “I will be with you. 
Give strength to the believers. I will send terror into the Kafi rs’ hearts, 
cut off  their heads and even the tips of their fi ngers!”

A Kafi r can be made war on and humiliated—
9:29 Make war on those who have received the Scriptures [Jews and 
Christians] but do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day. Th ey do not 
forbid what Allah and His Messenger have forbidden. Th e Christians 
and Jews do not follow the religion of truth until they submit and pay the 
poll tax [jizya], and they are humiliated.

 A Muslim is not the friend of a Kafi r—
3:28 Believers should not take Kafi rs as friends in preference to other 
believers. Th ose who do this will have none of Allah’s protection and will 
only have themselves as guards. Allah warns you to fear Him for all will 
return to Him.

A Kafi r is cursed—
33:60 Th ey [Kafi rs] will be cursed, and wherever they are found, they will 
be seized and murdered. It was Allah’s same practice with those who 
came before them, and you will fi nd no change in Allah’s ways.

In Islam, Christians and Jews are infi dels and “People of the Book”; 
Hindus are polytheists and pagans. The terms infi del, People of the Book, 
pagan and polytheist are religious words. Only the word “Kafi r” shows 
the common political treatment of the Christian, Jew, Hindu, Buddhist, 
animist, atheist and humanist. What is done to a pagan can be done to a 
Christian, atheist or any other Kafi r.

The word Kafi r will be used in this book instead of “unbeliever”, “non-
Muslim” or “disbeliever”. Unbeliever or non-Muslim are neutral terms, 
but Kafi r is not a neutral word. Instead, it defi nes a subhuman, so it is 
bigoted and biased. 

the three views of islam 

There are three points of view in dealing with Islam. The point of 
view depends upon what you believe about Mohammed. If you believe 
Mohammed is the prophet of Allah, then you are a believer. If you don’t 
believe this, you are a Kafi r. The third viewpoint is that of an apologist 
for Islam. 

Apologists do not believe that Mohammed was a prophet, but they 
never say anything that would displease a Muslim. They never offend Is-
lam and condemn any analysis that is critical of Islam as being biased. 
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Let us give an example of the three points of view. 
In Medina, Mohammed sat all day long beside his 12-year-old wife 

while they watched as the heads of 800 Jews were removed by sword.1 
Their heads were cut off because they had said that Mohammed was not 
the prophet of Allah. Muslims view these deaths as necessary because 
denying Mohammed’s prophet-hood was an offense against Islam. Be-
heading is the accepted method of punishment for this and is sanctioned 
by Allah. 

Kafi rs look at this event as proof of the jihadic violence of Islam and as 
an evil act. They call it ethnic cleansing. 

Apologists say that this was a historic event, that all cultures have vio-
lence in their past, and that no judgment should be passed. 

According to the different points of view, killing the 800 Jews was either 
evil, a perfect godly act or only another historical event, take your pick. 

This book is written from the Kafi r point of view and is therefore, Kaf-
ir-centric. Everything in this book views Islam from how it affects Kafi rs, 
non-Muslims. This also means that the religion is of little importance. 
Only a Muslim cares about the religion of Islam, but all Kafi rs are affected 
by Islam’s political views. 

Notice that there is no right and wrong here, merely different points of 
view that cannot be reconciled. There is no possible resolution between 
the view of the Kafi r and the Muslim. The apologist tries to bring about a 
bridge building compromise, but it is not logically possible. 

what is the koran?

According to Islam, the Koran contains the exact words of the only 
god of the universe. It is complete, perfect, eternal and universal. It is also 
unintelligible. 

About 20 years after Mohammed’s death, Uthman, the caliph, pro-
duced the current Koran and then took and burned all of the sources. 

The Koran that Uthman produced was not the historical Koran of 
Mohammed. In the historical Koran each chapter followed the other as 
Mohammed’s life unfolded. The historical Koran was easy to understand. 
If that original historical form is reproduced, then the resulting Koran can 
be understood by anyone. 

1 Th e Life of Muhammad, A. Guillaume, Oxford University Press, 
1982, pg. 464.
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the difficulty of knowing the koran

It is arranged from the longest chapter to the shortest chapter. This 
destroyed the story of the Koran.
Each chapter has a bewildering array of topics. 
It is very repetitive. The story of Moses is told 39 times. 
There is no context to many verses. This is very confusing.
It is contradictory. 

The sum total is that the Koran is confusing, contradictory, makes no 
sense, and is strange, violent, threatening and unpleasant. It’s diffi cult to 
understand and daunting to read. 

summary

The Koran can be made understandable by using:

Chronology—putting the verses in the original historical order
Categorizing—the method of grouping verses around the same 
subject. 
Context—using Mohammed’s life to explain the circumstances and 
environment of the text.

The life of Mohammed is known from an offi cial biography, called the 
Sira, written by Ibn Ishaq, Sirat Rasul Allah. The Sira has been integrated 
into the Koran text. This restores the original historical Koran of Moham-
med’s day. After you read this Koran, you will be able to pick up a “real” 
Koran, and it will be easily understood. 

reference numbers

The information in this book can be traced back to the source by use 
of the reference numbers:

I234 is a reference to Ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul Allah, translated by A. Guil-
laume as Th e Life of Muhammad. This is a reference to margin note 234.

12:45 is Koran chapter (sura) 12, verse 45.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

•
•

•
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CHAPTER 2

4:13 Th ese are the limits set up by Allah. Th ose who obey Allah 
and His Messenger will be led into the Gardens watered by 
fl owing rivers to live forever. Th is is the ultimate reward! 

comment

When Mohammed’s life is integrated into the Koran, it gives context 
and meaning to the verses. The Koran says 91 times that Muslims are to 
imitate Mohammed. This is the reason that every chapter in this Koran 
starts with a verse reminding the world that the Koran has no meaning 
without Mohammed. 

the prophet

I152 At the age of forty Mohammed began to have visions and hear 
voices. He said that the angel Gabriel came to him with a brocade with 
writing on it and commanded him to read. The angel said:

96:1 Recite: In the name of your Lord, Who created man from clots of 
blood.
96:3 Recite: Your Lord is the most generous, Who taught the use of the 
pen and taught man what he did not know.

Mohammed awoke from his sleep. He hated the insane and his thoughts 
were that he was insane. He thought to kill himself by jumping off a cliff. 
Half way up the hill, he heard, “Mohammed, You are the apostle of Al-
lah and I am Gabriel.” Then Mohammed began to receive what he called 
revelations such as:

97:1 Surely, We have revealed it [the Koran] on the night of power. And 
who will explain to you what the night of power is? Th e night of power is 
better than a thousand months. On that night the angels and the spirit 
descended with their Lord’s permission, to do their every duty and all is 
peace until the break of day.

the koran of mecca
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55:1 Merciful Allah has taught the Koran, has created man, and has 
taught him to speak. Th e sun and the moon follow their exact courses, 
and the plants and the trees bow down in adoration. He has uplift ed the 
sky and set the balance of justice so that you may not exceed the right 
measure. Measure fairly, and do not cheat the balance.
55:10 He has prepared the earth for his creatures. On it there are fruits 
and palms with sheathed clusters and husked grains and fragrant plants. 
Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:14 He has created man from clay like a potter, and He created the jinn1 
from smokeless fi re. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:17 He is the Lord of the east. He is the Lord of the west. Which of your 
Lord’s blessings would you deny?

the first convert

I156 Mohammed’s wife, Khadija, was the fi rst convert. From the fi rst she 
had encouraged him, believed him. She did not think him to be deceived 
or crazy. 

Soon he stopped hearing voices or seeing visions and became depressed 
and felt abandoned. Then his visions started again and said:

93:1 By the brightness of the noonday sun and by the night at its darkest, 
your Lord has not forgotten you, and He does not hate you.
93:4 Certainly the future will be better than the past, and in the end your 
Lord will be generous to you, and you will be satisfi ed. Did He not fi nd 
you living like an orphan and give you a home? Did He not fi nd you lost 
and give you guidance? Did He not fi nd you poor, and did He not give 
you enough?

Mohammed began to tell others who were close to him of words in his 
visions.

1:1 In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
1:2 Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. Th e Compassionate, the Merci-
ful. King of the Judgment Day.
1:5 Only You do we worship, and to You alone do we ask for help. Keep us 
on the straight and narrow path. Th e path of those that You favor; not 
the path of those who anger You [the Jews] nor the path of those who go 
astray [the Christians].

107:1 What do you think of him who treats Our religion as a lie, who 
trusts that others will raise the orphan, and does not urge others to feed 

1. Islam has an entire world of spirits called jinns (genies). They can infl u-
ence humans for good or bad. 
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the poor? Woe to those who pray, but whose prayers are careless and to 
those who make a show of devotion, but refuse to help the needy.

70:22 Not the devout, who pray constantly and whose wealth has a fi xed 
portion set aside for beggars and the destitute, and those who believe in 
the Judgment Day, and those who fear their Lord’s punishment—because 
no one is safe from their Lord’s punishment—and who control their sex-
ual desires (except with their wives or slave-girls, with them there is no 
blame; but whoever indulges their lust beyond this are transgressors), 
and who keep their trusts and promises, and who tell the truth, and who 
are attentive to their prayers. Th ese will live with honors in Gardens.

92:5 He who gives alms and fears Allah and accepts the good, to him We 
will make the path to happiness easy. But he who is greedy and does 
not think he needs Allah’s help and calls the good a lie, to him We will 
make the path to misery easy. And what good will his wealth do him 
when he dies?
92:12 Certainly it is up to Us to guide man and certainly the future and 
the past belong to Us. Th erefore I warn you of the blazing Fire. Only the 
most wretched will be thrown into it, those who call the truth a lie and 
turn their backs.
92:17 Th ose who fear Allah will escape it and so will those who give away 
their wealth so that they may be purifi ed; and who give freely without 
hope of reward, except seeking the pleasure of his Lord, the most high, 
certainly in the end they will be content.

The Koran of Mecca records the swearing of many oaths sworn. 

95:1 I swear by the fi g and the olive, by Mount Sinai, and by this inviolate 
land [Mecca]! We have created man in a noble image then reduced him 
to the lowest of the low, except those who believe and do the right things, 
because their reward will never fail.
95:7 Th en, who can convince you that the judgment is a lie? Is Allah not 
the best of judges?

86:1 By the heaven and the morning star! Who will teach you what the 
morning star is? It is the star of piercing brightness. A guardian is set 
over every soul.

86:11 I swear by the heaven that completes its cycle and by the earth that 
bursts with new growth, that this [the Koran] is the fi nal word, and it is 
not an amusement.
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prayer

Mohammed, his wife and nephew, Ali, started praying at the Kabah 
with their new rituals of ablutions and prayer with prostrations. A visitor 
asked about this new ritual and was told that it was a new religion. 

73:1 You [Mohammed] wrapped up in your robe, awake half the night, 
more or less, to pray and recite the Koran in a measured rhythm, be-
cause We will send down to you a weighty message. Certainly nightfall is 
a time when impressions are stronger and speech is more certain. Obvi-
ously, the day is fi lled with constant work.
73:8 Remember the name of your Lord, and devote yourself to Him with 
complete devotion. Lord of the east and the west; there is no god except 
Allah. Take Him for your protector.

mecca

Mohammed lived in Mecca, which had been a religious center for 
many generations. It had a stone building that was roughly shaped like a 
cube and was called a Kabah. One of the many gods in Mecca was Allah, 
a moon god. The native religions did not have any formal structure to 
the many deities, but Allah was a high god. Allah was the primary god of 
Mohammed’s tribe, the Quraysh tribe. 

Mohammed declared himself as a prophet in the tradition of the Jews. 
The Koran retells the stories of some of the early Jewish prophets, but with 
a twist, or differing details. 

Abraham 

51:24 Have you heard the story of Abraham’s honored guests? Th ey went 
to him and said, “Peace!” And he replied, “Peace, strangers.” And he 
went among his household and brought out a fatted calf, and he set it be-
fore them and said, “Do you want to eat?” Th ey did not, and he became 
afraid of them. Th ey said to him, “Do not be afraid,” and gave him the 
news that he was going to father a wise son. Abraham’s wife came for-
ward with a cry, striking her face, and said, “But I am old and barren!”
51:30 Th ey said, “Your Lord says it is true, and he is wise and knowing.”
51:31 Abraham said, “What errand are you on, messengers?” Th ey re-
plied, “We are sent to a wicked people, to shower them with stones of 
clay, sent by your Lord for their excesses.”
51:35 We went to evacuate the believers in the city, but We only found 
one Muslim family, and We left  signs warning those who fear the pain-
ful punishment. Moses was another sign. We sent him to Pharaoh with 
manifest authority. But Pharaoh was confi dent of his might and turned 
his back and said, “You are a magician, or insane.” So We seized him 
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and his army and cast them into the sea, and he had only himself to 
blame.

Moses 

79: 15 Have you heard the story of Moses? How his Lord called to him in 
the sacred valley of Tuwa, saying, “Go to Pharaoh. He has rebelled, and 
say, ‘Do you want to be purifi ed?’ Th en I will guide you to your Lord so 
that you may fear Him.”
79:20 And Moses showed Pharaoh a great miracle. But Pharaoh denied 
it and disobeyed. Furthermore, he turned his back and rebelled against 
Allah. He gathered an army and made a proclamation, saying, “I am 
your lord, the most high.” So Allah punished him and made an example 
of him in this life and the hereaft er. Surely this is a lesson for those who 
fear Allah.

The Koran adapts the Christian Day of Judgment.

88:1 Have you heard the news of the overwhelming event?
88:2 Some faces will be downcast that day, troubled and weary, burnt 
at the scorching Fire, forced to drink from a fi ercely boiling fountain, 
with only bitter thorns for food, which neither nourishes nor satisfi es 
hunger.

88:8 Other faces that day will be joyous, and in a loft y Garden, very 
pleased with their past eff orts. No vain talk will be heard there. Th ere 
will be gushing fountains. Th ere will be raised couches, and goblets 
placed nearby, and cushions arranged, and carpets spread out.

88:17 Will they consider the camels and how they were made? Or con-
sider how the sky was upraised, and how the mountains are rooted, and 
how the earth is spread?
88:21 Warn them, because you [Mohammed] are merely a warner. You 
have no authority over them, but whoever turns back and disbelieves, 
Allah will punish them terribly.
88:25 Truly they will return to Us. Th en it will be time for Us to settle their 
accounts.

The Koran’s most graphical language is found in Paradise and Hell.

56:10 Th e people who were foremost on earth [the fi rst to follow [Moham-
med], they will be foremost in the hereaft er. A large number of those 
who lived before are the people who will be brought close to Allah, in 
Gardens of delight. A few of those who lived later [aft er Islam was well 
established] will be on decorated couches, reclining on them face to face. 
Th ey will be waited on by immortal young boys with goblets and ewers 
and a cup of pure wine that gives no headache nor muddles the mind, 
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and with fruits that are most pleasing, and with the fl esh of birds that 
they desire. In compensation for their past good deeds, they will have 
houris [heavenly companions of pleasure] with big, dark eyes like pearls 
peeking from their shells. Th ey will not hear any vain or sinful talk, only 
the cry, “Peace! Peace!”
56:27 Th e people of the right-hand—Oh! How happy the people of the 
right-hand will be resting on raised couches amid thornless sidrahs [plum 
trees] and talh trees [banana trees], thick with fruit, and in extended 
shade and constantly fl owing waters, and abundant fruits, neither for-
bidden nor out of reach. And We have specially made for them houris, 
companions, chaste and pure virgins, lovers and friends of equal age 
with them for the people of the right hand, a large number of the people 
of old, and a large number of the people of the latter generations.
56:41 Th e people of the left -hand—Oh, how wretched the people of the 
left -hand will be amid scorching winds and scalding water, and in the 
shade of black smoke, neither cool nor refreshing. Formerly they were 
blessed with worldly pleasures, yet they persisted in terrible sin and used 
to say, “What will be resurrected aft er we have died and crumbled to 
bone and dust? What about our fathers, the men of old?”
56:49 Say: Yes, the former and the latter. Th ey will all be gathered at the 
appointed hour.
56:51 Th en those who denied [Mohammed was a prophet] and erred will 
certainly eat from the Ez-zakkoum tree [a tree of Hell], and they will 
gorge themselves with it. Th en they will drink scalding water and will 
drink like a thirsty camel. Th is will be their feast on the Judgment Day!

18:29 Say: Th e truth is from your Lord. Let those who will, believe. Let 
those who will, be Kafi rs. We have prepared a Fire for the Kafi rs that is 
like the walls and roof of a tent. It will enclose them. If they cry for relief, 
they will be showered with water that is like molten brass which scalds 
their faces. What a dreadful drink and resting place!

40:70 Th ose who reject the Book and the revelations with which We have 
sent our messengers will soon know the truth. When the yokes and the 
chains are on their necks, they will be dragged into the boiling waters 
then they will be thrust into the Fire and burned. Th en it will be said to 
them, “Where are the ones whom you made partners with Allah?” 

 I161 Any person who rejected the revelations of Mohammed would be 
eternally punished in Hell. The culture of religious tolerance in Mecca 
now had a new religion which preached the end of tolerance. Only Islam 
was acceptable. 

 I166 Since the word was out, Mohammed began to openly preach his 
new doctrine. He had been private for three years before he went public.
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The Arabs had always believed in jinns, invisible beings created from fi re. 
Now they appeared in the Koran.

114:1 Say: I seek protection with the Lord of men, the king of men, the 
judge of men, and from the mischief of gossips, who whisper into the 
hearts of men tales against the jinn and men.

51:56 I created jinn and man only to worship me. I need no livelihood 
from them, and I do not need them to feed me. Truly, Allah is the sole 
sustainer, the possessor of power, and the unmovable!

The other deities in Mecca were attacked.

53:19 Do you see Al-Lat and Al-Ozza, and Manat [Arabic deities] the 
third idol? What? Do you have male children and Allah female children 
[Arabs called angels the daughters of Allah]? Th at is an unfair division!
53:23 Th ese are mere names. You and your fathers gave them these names. 
Allah has not acknowledged them. Th ey follow only their own conceits 
and desires, even though their Lord has already given them guidance.

Mohammed’s task in Mecca was diffi cult.

52:29 Th erefore, continue to warn men. By the grace of your Lord, you are 
neither insane, nor a soothsayer. 
52:30 Will people say, “He is a poet! Let us wait until his fortunes turn.”? 
Say: “Wait,” because truthfully, I will wait with you. 
52:32 Is it their dreams that cause them to do this? Or is it because they 
are a perverse people? Will they say, “He has written it [the Koran] him-
self?” No! It is because they did not believe. If that is true, let them write 
a book like it.

The Meccans said that there was no Day of Doom. The Koran:

83:1 What! Do they believe that they will not be resurrected on the great 
day when all men will stand before the Lord of the worlds? Yes! Th e 
register [a record of actions] of the wicked is in Sidjin [a place in Hell 
where the sinners’ records are kept]. And who will make you under-
stand what Sidjin is? It is a complete record. 
83:10 Woe on that day to those who deny Our signs, who regard the Judg-
ment Day as a lie! No one regards it as a lie except the transgressor or 
the criminal, who, when Our signs are recited to him, says, “Old wives 
tales!” No! Th eir habits have become like rust on their hearts. Yes, they 
will be veiled from their Lord’s light that day. Th en they will be burned 
in Hell. Th ey will be told, “Th is is what you called a lie.”
83:18 No! But the register of the righteous is in Illiyoun [a place in Para-
dise where the actions of the righteous are recorded]. And who will make 
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you understand what Illiyoun is? It is a complete record, attested to by 
the angels nearest Allah.
83:22 Surely, the righteous will live among delights! Seated on bridal 
couches they will gaze around. You will see the delight in their faces. 
Fine wines, sealed with musk, will be given them to drink. For those who 
have aspirations, aspire for wine mixed with the waters of Tasnim, a 
fountain where those close to Allah drink.
83:29 Sinners used to jeer at the believers and wink at one another when 
one passed by, and they jested as they returned to their own people. 
When they see believers, they say, “Th ose people have gone astray.” And 
yet they were not sent to be the guardians of those people.
83:34 On that day the faithful will mock the Kafi rs, while they sit on brid-
al couches and watch them. Should not the Kafi rs be paid back for what 
they did?

I167 There was open hostility in the town. Quarrels increased, argu-
ments got very heated. Complete disharmony dominated the town. The 
tribe started to abuse the recently converted Muslims. 

I171 Many of the rich and powerful, who resisted Mohammed, earned 
their place in the Koran. 

96:9 What do you think of a man [Abu Jahl] who holds back a servant of 
Allah [Mohammed] when he prays? Do you think that he is on the right 
path, or practices piety? Do you think that he treats the truth as a lie and 
turns his back? Does he not know that Allah sees everything?
96:15 No! Certainly if he does not stop, We will grab him by the forelock 
[cutting off  or holding by the forelock was a shame in Arabic culture], 
the lying, sinful forelock! Let him call his comrades [the other Meccans]. 
We will call the guards of Hell. No, do not obey him, rather, adore and 
get closer to Allah. 

111:1 Let the hands of Abu Lahab [Mohammed’s uncle and an opponent] 
die and let him die! His wealth and attainments will not help him. He 
will be burned in Hell, and his wife will carry the fi rewood, with a palm 
fi ber rope around her neck. 

I178 In what would be very fortuitous for Mohammed, the Arabs of 
Medina were attracted to Mohammed’s message. Since half of their town 
were Jews, the Arabs of Medina were used to the talk of only one god.
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3:32 Say: Obey Allah and His messenger, but if they reject it, 
then truly, Allah does not love those who reject the faith.

The arguments continued. The Koran is fi lled with condemnation of 
the Meccans who argued with Mohammed. 

25:32 Th ose who disbelieve say, “Why was the Koran not revealed to 
him all at once?” It was revealed one part at a time so that We might 
strengthen your heart with it and so that We might rehearse it with you 
gradually, in slow, well-arranged stages.
25:33 Th ey will not come to you with any diffi  cult questions for which 
We have not provided you the true and best answers. Th ose who will be 
gathered together face down in Hell will have the worst place and will be 
the farthest away from the right path.

18:56 We do not send messengers except as bearers of glad tidings and to 
give warnings. Yet the Kafi rs make false contentions so that they may 
refute the truth. Th ey mock Our signs just like they do Our warnings. 
Who is more unjust than he who is reminded of His Lord’s signs but 
turns away from them and forgets what His hands have done? Truly 
We have placed veils over their hearts so that they do not understand, 
and deafness over their ears. Even if you give them guidance, they will 
not follow.

The Meccans called Mohammed crazy and mocked him.

37:12 Truly you [Mohammed] are amazed when they mock. When they 
[the Meccans] are warned, they pay no attention. When they see a 
sign, they begin to mock and say, “Th is is obviously magic. What? Will 
we be resurrected aft er we are nothing but dust and bones? And what 
about our ancestors?”

37:34 Truly, that is how We deal with the guilty, because when they were 
told that there is no god but Allah, they swelled with pride and said, 
“Should we abandon our gods for a crazy poet?”
37:37 No! He [Mohammed] comes truthfully and confi rms the prophets of 
old. You will surely taste the painful punishment, and you will be pun-
ished for what you have done, all except the sincere servants of Allah! 
Th ey will have a fi xed banquet of fruits; and they will be honored in the 
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Garden of delight, facing one another on couches. A cup fi lled from a 
gushing spring will be passed among them, crystal clear and delicious 
to those who drink. It causes neither pain nor intoxication. And with 
them are companions [houris] with large eyes and modest glances, fair 
like a sheltered egg. Th ey will ask one another questions. One of them 
will say, “I had a close friend who said, ‘Are you one of those who accept 
the truth? What? When we have died, and become dust and bones, will 
we really be judged?’” 
37:54 He will say to those around him, “Will you look?” Looking down, 
he saw his friend in the depths of Hell. And he will say to him, “By Allah, 
you almost destroyed me. Except for my Lord’s favor, I surely would have 
been one of those who came with you into torment.”

I183 Mohammed continued to preach the glory of Allah and condemn 
the Quraysh religion. He told them their way of life was wrong, their an-
cestors would burn in Hell, he cursed their gods, he despised their religion 
and divided the community, setting one tribesman against the others. The 
Quraysh felt that this was all past bearing. Tolerance had always been their 
way. 

21:107 We have sent you only to be a mercy for all people. Say: It has been 
revealed to me that Allah is the only god. Will you submit to Him? If 
they turn their backs, then say, “I have truthfully warned you alike. I do 
not know if Judgment Day will come sooner or later. Allah knows what 
is said openly and what you hide. I only know that you will be tried and 
that you may enjoy yourself for awhile.” Say: My Lord judges with truth. 
Our Lord is the benefi cent Allah Whose help is sought against lies you 
ascribe to Him.

He continued to speak of Allah and the Koran. The Koran refers to itself 
many times and offers proofs of its truth.

67:16 Are you confi dent that Allah in heaven will not open the earth and 
swallow you in an earthquake? Are you sure that Allah in heaven will 
not send a hurricane against you? You will understand My warning 
then! It is true that your ancestors rejected their prophets. Was not My 
wrath terrible?
67:19 Do they not see the birds above, spreading and folding their wings? 
Only merciful Allah could keep them aloft . He watches over everything.
67:20 Who could help you like an army except merciful Allah? Th e Kaf-
irs are totally deluded. Who would provide for you if He withheld His 
provisions? Still, they continue to be proud and reject Him. Is the per-
son groveling along on his face better than those who walk upright on a 
straight path?
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67:1 Blessed is He whose hands hold the kingdom and has power over 
all things; Who created life and death to determine who conducts them-
selves best; and He is the mighty, the forgiving! He created and raised 
seven heavens, one above the other. You can not see one defect in merci-
ful Allah’s creation. Do you see a crack in the sky? Look again and again. 
Your vision will blur from looking, but you will fi nd no defects. 

Here are other references in the Koran about the Koran:

Note: The fi rst verse of most Koran chapters has words such as these 
two words—HA. MIM. No one knows their meaning or purpose. 

44:1 HA. MIM. By the book that makes everything clear!
44:3 We revealed it on a blessed night—because We are always warning 
man—on a night when every command is made clear by Our command. 
We are always sending Our messengers as a mercy from your Lord. He 
hears and knows everything.

The Koran repeatedly says that Arabic is the true language of Allah.

20:112 But those who believe and have done the right things will have 
no fear of wrong or loss. Th is is why We sent to you an Arabic Koran 
and explained in detail Our warnings so that they may fear Allah and 
heed them. Exalted above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! Do not hurry 
through its recital before its revelation is made complete to you. Instead 
say, “Lord, increase my knowledge.”
26:192 Th is Book has come down from the Lord of the worlds. Th e faithful 
spirit [Gabriel] has come down with it upon your [Mohammed’s] heart 
so that you may warn others in the clear Arabic language. Truly, it is 
foretold in the ancient scriptures. Is it not a sign that the learned men of 
the Israelites recognized? If We had revealed it to any of the non-Arabs 
and he had recited it to them, they would not have believed in it.

Mohammed continued to make it clear that not believing the words he 
brought from Allah would lead to a violent and painful eternity.

76:4 We have prepared chains, fetters, and a blazing fi re for the Kafi rs.
76:5 Th e righteous, however, will drink cups fi lled from a camphor foun-
tain—the fountain Allah’s servants drink from—as it fl ows from place to 
place rewarding those who perform their vows and fear a day whose evil 
will spread far and wide. Even when they were hungry they gave their 
food to the poor, the orphan, and the prisoner. “We feed you for Allah’s 
sake. We are not looking for reward or thanks from you. We are afraid 
of suff ering and punishment from Allah.”
76:11 But Allah saved them from the evil of that day and brought them 
happiness and joy. He rewarded their patience with Paradise and silk 
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robes. Reclining on couches, none will suff er from extreme heat or cold. 
Trees will shade them, and fruit will dangle near by. Silver cups and 
crystal goblets will pass among them: silver cups, transparent as glass, 
their size refl ecting the measure of one’s deeds. Th ey will be given 
ginger-fl avored wine from the fountain called Salsabil. Th ey will be 
waited on by eternally young boys. When you look at them you would 
think they were scattered pearls. When you see it, you will see a vast 
kingdom of delights. Th ey will wear richly brocaded green silk robes with 
silver bracelets on their arms, and they will quench their thirst with a 
pure drink given them by their Lord. Th is will be your reward. Your ef-
forts will not go unnoticed.
76:23 We have sent the Koran to you in stages to be a revelation. Wait 
patiently for Allah’s command, and do not obey the wicked and the un-
believing. Celebrate your Lord’s name in the morning, in the evening, 
and at night. Adore him and praise him all night long.
76:27 But men love the fl eeting present and ignore the dreadful day ahead. 
We have created them, and We built them strong. When We want to, We 
will make others to replace them. Th is is certainly a warning. Whoever 
chooses, will take a straight path to his Lord. But unless Allah wills it, 
because he is knowing and wise, you will not succeed. You will receive 
his mercy if he chooses to give it, but he has prepared a terrible punish-
ment for the wicked.

Mecca was a small town and there were meetings about what to do about 
Mohammed.

43:79 Do they make plots against you? We also make plots. Do they think 
that We do not hear their secrets and their private conversations? We do, 
and Our messengers are there to record them.

38:1 SAD. I swear by the Koran, full of warning! Truly, the Kafi rs must be 
fi lled with arrogant pride to oppose you. How many earlier generations 
did We destroy? In the end, they cried for mercy when there was no time 
to escape!
38:4 Th ey are skeptical that a messenger would come to them from their 
own people, and the Kafi rs say, “Th is man is a sorcerer and a liar! Has 
he combined all the gods into one Allah? Th at is an amazing thing!” And 
their chiefs [the leaders of the opposition to Mohammed in Mecca] went 
about and said, “Walk away. Remain faithful to your gods. Th is is a plot. 
We have never heard of such a thing in the earlier religion. Th is is noth-
ing but an invented tale!”
38:8 Th ey say, “Why, of all people, has the message been sent to him [Mo-
hammed]?” Yes! Th ey doubt My warnings because they have not tasted 
My vengeance. Do they possess the blessings of the mighty, your Lord’s 
mercy? Is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and everything in 
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between in their hands? If so, let them climb up to the heavens if they can! 
Any allies [Mohammed’s opponents] remaining here will be defeated.

more arguments with the meccans

I188, 189 One of the Quraysh said, “Well, if you speak for and represent 
the only true god, then perhaps his Allah could do something for them.” 

“This land is dry. Let his Allah send them a river next to Mecca.”
“They were cramped being next to the mountains. Let his Allah open 

up some space by moving the mountains back.”
“Our best members are dead. Let your Allah renew them to life and in 

particular send back the best leader of our tribe, Qusayy. We will ask Qu-
sayy whether or not you speak truly.”

I189 Mohammed said that he was sent as a messenger, not to do such 
work. They could either accept his message or reject it and be subject to 
the loss. Then one of them said, “If you won’t use your Allah to help us, 
then let your Allah help you. Send an angel to confi rm you and prove to us 
that we are wrong. As long as the angel was present, let him make Moham-
med wealthy, we will know that you represent Allah and we are wrong.” 
The Quraysh wanted miracles as a proof.

15:4 We never destroy a city whose term was not preordained. No nation 
can delay or change its destiny. Th ey say: “You [Mohammed] to whom 
the message was revealed, you are surely insane. If you were telling the 
truth, why did you not bring angels to us?” 
15:8 We do not send the angels without good reason. If We did, the Kafi rs 
would still not understand. Surely, We have sent down the message, and 
surely, We will guard it. Before your time, We sent apostles to the sects 
of the ancient peoples, but they mocked every messenger. Similarly, We 
allow doubt to enter the hearts of the sinners. Th ey do not believe it, 
even though the example of the ancients has preceded them. Even if We 
opened a gate into heaven for them the entire time they ascended, they 
would say, “Our eyes are playing tricks on us. No, we are bewitched.”

 I189 Mohammed did not perform miracles, because such things were 
not what Allah had appointed him to do.

I189 They then said, “Did not your Lord know that we would ask you 
these questions? Then your Lord could have prepared you with better 
answers. And your Lord could have told you what to tell us if we don’t 
believe. We hear that you are getting this Koran from a man named Al 
Rahman from another town. We don’t believe in Al Rahman. Our con-
science is clear. We must either destroy you or you must destroy us. Bring 
your angels and we will believe them.”
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26:204 What! Do they seek to hasten Our punishment? What do you 
think? If aft er giving them their fi ll for years and their punishment 
fi nally comes upon them, how will their pleasures help them? We have 
never destroyed a city that We did not warn fi rst with a reminder. We 
did not treat them unjustly.
26:210 Th e devils were not sent down with the Koran. It does not suit 
them, and they do not have the power because they are banned from 
hearing it. Do not call upon any god but Allah, or you will be doomed. 
Rather, warn your close relatives,
26:215 And be kind to the believers who follow you. If they disobey you, 
say, “I will not be responsible for your actions.” Put your trust in Him 
who is mighty and merciful, Who sees you when you stand in prayer, 
and your demeanor among the worshippers, because He hears and 
knows everything.

 I191 Mohammed would come to the Kabah and tell the Meccans what 
terrible punishments that Allah had delivered to the others in history who 
had not believed their prophets. That was now one of his constant themes. 
Allah destroyed others like you who did not listen to men like me. 

36:1 YA. SIN. I swear by the wise Koran that you are surely one of the 
messengers on a straight path, a revelation of the mighty, the merciful, 
sent to warn a people whose fathers were not warned, and consequently 
remain heedless.
36:7 Our sentence against them is just because they do not believe. We 
have bound their necks with chains that reach the chin, forcing their 
heads up. We have placed barriers in front, behind, and over them, 
so they can not see. It does not matter whether you warn them or not, 
because they will not believe. You can only warn those who follow the 
message and fear merciful Allah in private. Give them glad tidings of 
forgiveness and a generous reward. It is true We will give life to the dead 
and that We record what they will do and what they have done. We have 
recorded everything in Our perfect ledger.

According to the Koran the ancient towns of Arabia were destroyed be-
cause they did not believe their prophet.

26:141 Th e people of Th amud [the people of a ruined Nabatean city near 
Medina] rejected the messengers. Th eir brother Salih said to them, “Will 
you not fear Allah? I am a faithful messenger worthy of all trust. Fear 
Allah and obey me. I ask for no reward. My reward comes only from the 
Lord of the worlds. Will you be left  safely to enjoy all you have among 
gardens and fountains and corn-fi elds and palm-trees, heavy with fruit, 
and—insolent as you are—your homes carved from the mountain stone? 
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Fear Allah and obey me. Do not obey the bidding of the extravagant who 
make mischief in the land, and do not reform.”

27:45 Long ago We sent to the Th amud their brother Salih saying, “Wor-
ship Allah.” But they became two quarrelling factions. He said, “My 
people, why do you embrace evil, rather than good? Why do you not ask 
Allah’s forgiveness so that you may receive mercy?”
27:47 Th ey said, “We predict that you and your followers will bring us 
evil.” He said, “Th e evil that you sense will befall you, will come from 
Allah. You are a people on trial.”
27:48 In the city there were nine men from one family who made mischief 
in the land and would not reform. Th ey said, “Swear to one another by 
Allah that we will attack Salih and his family at night, and we will 
tell his vengeance-seeking heirs that we did not see the murder of his 
family, and we will be telling the truth.” Th ey plotted and planned, but 
We also plotted, even though they did not realize. See how their plotting 
turned out. We destroyed them and their entire people. You may still 
see their ruined homes which were destroyed because they were wicked. 
Surely this is a sign for those who understand. We saved those who be-
lieved and acted righteously.

The Koran of Mecca reworks the Jewish stories for Mohammed’s ben-
efi t. Here are stories about David, a king of the Jews:

38: 17 Be patient with what they say, and remember Our servant David, 
a powerful man, who always looked repentantly to Allah. We made the 
mountains sing the praises of Allah in unison with him in the morn-
ing and the evening, and the birds gathered together; all joined him in 
praise of Allah. We made his kingdom strong and gave him wisdom and 
sound Judgment.
38:21 Have you heard the story of the two disputing men who climbed the 
wall of David’s private chamber? David was frightened when they en-
tered his room. Th ey said, “Do not be afraid. We have a dispute, and one 
of us has certainly wronged the other. Judge where the truth lies between 
us, and do not be unjust, but guide us to the right way. My brother has 
ninety-nine ewes [female sheep], and I have only one. He pressured me 
and said, ‘Let me have her.’”
38:24 David replied, “Certainly he has wronged you by insisting that you 
give him your ewe. It is true that many partners wrong one another the 
exception being those who believe and behave correctly. Th ere are few of 
those.” David realized that We had tried him. He asked forgiveness from 
his Lord, fell down bowing, and repented.
38:25 So We forgave him this sin; truly he is honored and well received by 
Us and has an excellent place in Paradise. It was said to him, “David, 
We have indeed made you a vice-regent on earth. Use truth and justice 



20

a two-hour koran

when judging between men, and do not follow your passions because they 
may cause you to stray from Allah’s path. Th ose who stray from Allah’s 
path will meet a terrible punishment because they have forgotten the 
Judgment Day.

Noah is considered to be a prophet in Islam.

71:1 We sent Noah to his people and said to him, “Warn your people be-
fore a terrible punishment befalls them.” He said, “My people, I come to 
you as a plain-speaking warner. Serve and fear Allah and obey me. He 
will forgive you your sins and give you respite until the appointed time, 
because when Allah’s appointed time has come, it can not be delayed. If 
only you knew this!”
71:5 He said, “Lord, I have cried to my people day and night; and my cries 
only increase their aversion. Whenever I cry to them so that you may 
forgive them, they cover their ears and cover themselves in their cloaks, 
and persist stubbornly in their error. Th en I called loudly to them. Th en 
I spoke plainly, and I spoke to them privately and I said, ‘Beg your Lord 
for forgiveness because he is ready to forgive. He will open the sky and 
send down rain in abundance. He will increase your wealth and chil-
dren and will give you gardens and rivers. What is the matter with you 
that you refuse to seek goodness from Allah’s hand when it was Him who 
made you in diverse stages?’”
71:15 “Do you not see how Allah created the seven heavens and set them 
one above another? He placed the moon there and made it a light, and 
made the sun a lamp and placed it there, and Allah caused you to spring 
out of the earth like a plant. Later he will turn you back into the earth 
and bring you out again. Allah has spread the earth for you like a carpet 
so that you may walk there along spacious paths.” Noah said, “Lord, 
they rebel against me and follow those whose wealth and children add 
only to their troubles.”
71:22 And they devised a great plot. Th ey said, “Do not forsake your gods; 
do not forsake Wadd, or Sowah, or Yaghuth nor Yahuk or Nesr [names 
of Semitic gods].” Th ey have led many astray and have added only er-
ror to the ways of the wicked. Because of their sins, they were drowned 
and forced into the fi re, and they discovered that Allah was their only 
shelter.
71:26 And Noah said, “Lord, do not leave one family of Kafi rs alive on 
earth. Because if you do, then they will trick your servants and will only 
breed more sinners and Kafi rs. Lord, forgive me and my parents and ev-
ery believer that enters my house and all the male and female believers. 
Give nothing but destruction to the wicked.”
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Here are other Jewish references:

38:41 Do you remember Our servant Job when he cried to his Lord, “Sa-
tan has affl  icted me with distress and torment.” We said to him, “Stamp 
the ground with your foot. Here is a spring, a cool washing place, and 
water to drink.” And We gave him back his family and doubled their 
number as an example of Our mercy and as a reminder for men of un-
derstanding. We said to him, “Take up in your hand a branch and strike 
her with it, and do not break your oath.1” Truly, We found him to be 
full of patience and constant. He was an excellent servant, because he 
constantly turned toward Us in repentance.
38:45 And remember Our servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, men of 
power and vision. Surely We purifi ed and chose them for a special pur-
pose, proclaiming the message of the aft erlife. Th ey were, in Our eyes, 
truly some of the select and the good.
38:48 And remember Ishmael, Elisha, and Zul-Kifl  [Ezekiel]: all of them 
belong among the chosen.
38:49 Th is is a reminder, and, surely, the righteous will have an excellent 
home in the aft erlife, the Gardens of Eternity whose doors will always 
be open for them. Th ey can recline and call at their leisure for abun-
dant fruit and drink. Th ey will have virgins of their own age, who glance 
modestly. Th is is what you are promised on the Judgment Day. Th is is 
Our gift  to you. It will never fail.

Abraham 

37:83 Truly, Abraham shared this faith when he brought a perfect heart 
to his Lord and he said to his father and to his people, “What are you 
worshiping? A lie! Do you want gods besides Allah? And what do you 
think about the Lord of the worlds?”
37:88 Th en he looked up and gazed at the stars and said, “Truly, I am ill.” 
[Abraham’s peoples’ worship involved the stars] And they turned their 
backs on him and left . He turned to the images of their gods and said, 
“Do you not eat? What is wrong with you? Why do you not speak?” He 
began to attack them, striking them with his right hand.
37:94 As his tribesmen came running back to him, he said, “Do you 
worship what you have carved when Allah has created you and what 
you make?” They said, “Build a pyre for him, and throw him into 
the blazing fire.” They tried to plot against him, but We spoiled their 
plans. And Abraham said, “Truly, I will go to my Lord, and he will 

1. Job swore to beat his wife with one hundred blows. Later he softened, 
and, to fulfi ll his oath, he put one hundred small twigs in his hand and hit 
her once.
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guide me. Oh Lord, give me a righteous son.” We gave him the good 
news of a gentle son.
37:102 When the son [Ishmael] grew tall enough to work, his father said 
to him, “Son, a dream tells me that I should sacrifi ce you. What do you 
think?” He said, “Father, do what you are commanded. If Allah wills, 
you will fi nd me patient.”
37:103 Aft er they had surrendered themselves to the will of Allah, he laid 
his son [Ishmael] face down. We cried out to him, “Abraham! You have 
satisfi ed the vision.” See how We reward the righteous. Th is was obvi-
ously a clear test. And We ransomed his son with an impressive victim [a 
ram], and We left  this for him to be honored through posterity.
37:109 “Peace be on Abraham!” Th is is how We reward the good, because 
he was one of Our believing servants.
37:112 And We gave him the good news of the birth of Isaac—a righteous 
prophet—We bestowed Our blessing on him and Isaac. Among their de-
scendents [the Jews] are some that do good and others that do harm to 
their souls.

A Moses story:

20:9 Have you heard the story of Moses? He saw a fi re and said to his 
family, “Wait here. I see a fi re. Maybe I can bring an ember from it, or 
fi nd a guide there.”
20:11 When he came to it, a voice called out, “Moses! I am your Lord. 
Take off  your shoes. You are in the sacred Tuwa valley. I have chosen 
you. Listen to what I say. I am Allah. Th ere is no god but Me. Wor-
ship Me and observe prayer to celebrate My praise. Th e Hour [Judgment 
Day] is certainly coming. I plan to keep it a secret so that all souls may 
be rewarded for their actions. Th erefore do not let those who disbelieve 
and follow their lusts turn you away from the truth and cause your 
destruction. 
20:17 What is that in your right hand, Moses?” He said, “It is my staff . I 
lean on it and beat the leaves down with it for my sheep, among other 
things.” Allah said, “Th row it down, Moses!” He threw it down, and 
it turned into a slithering serpent. Allah said, “Grab it and do not be 
afraid. We will change it back to its former state. Now put your hand 
under your arm. It will come out white [with leprosy], but unhurt. An-
other sign so that We may show you Our greatest signs. Go to Pharaoh, 
because he has exceeded all limits.”
20:25 Moses said, “My Lord, relieve my mind and make my task easy. 
Untie my tongue so they can understand what I say. Give me an as-
sistant from my family—Aaron, my brother—add his strength to mine, 
and make him share my task. We will glorify you without pause, because 
you are always watching.” He said, “Moses, your request is granted. We 
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have shown you favor before. Our message to your mother inspired her 
saying: ‘Put him into a chest and throw it in the river; the river will leave 
him on the bank where he will be found by an enemy to Me and to him.’ 
But I cast my love down upon you so that you might be raised under my 
eye.”

20:46 He said, “Do not be afraid, because I am with the both of you. I will 
listen and watch over you. Go to him and say, ‘Surely we have been sent 
by your Lord. Let the Children of Israel go with us and do not torment 
them. We bring you a sign from your Lord, and peace to him who follows 
His guidance. It has been revealed to us that those who reject him and 
turn away will be punished.”’
20:49 And Pharaoh said, “Who is your Lord, Moses?”
20:50 Moses said, “Our Lord is the One who created everything and gave 
it all purpose.”

20:77 We revealed to Moses, “Take away My servants and travel by night. 
Cleave a dry path through the sea for them. Do not be afraid of being 
overtaken and have no fear.” Pharaoh and his army followed, but the sea 
overwhelmed them, because he misled his people by not guiding them.
20:80 Children of Israel! We saved you from your enemies, and We made 
a pact with you on the sacred side of the mountain and sent down to you 
manna and quails. We said, “Eat the good things that We have given 
you, but not to excess, or My wrath may fall on you, and whoever My 
wrath falls upon will surely perish. I will surely forgive him who turns to 
Allah and believes and does good deeds, and listens to guidance.”

 I192 Since Mohammed and the Koran claimed Jewish roots, the Quraysh 
decided to send their story teller to the Jews in Medina and ask for help. 
The Rabbis said, “Ask him these three questions. If he knows the answer 
then he is a prophet, if not then he is a fake.”

“What happened to the young men who disappeared in ancient days.”
“Ask him about the mighty traveler who reached the ends of the East 

and the West.”
“Ask him, What is the spirit?”
I192 The Koran answered all the questions and statements of the 

Quraysh. With regards to the question about what happened to the young 
men in ancient times:

18:9 Do you believe that the Sleepers of the Cave and the Inscription 
[an unknown reference] were among Our signs? When the youths [the 
Sleepers] took refuge in the cave, they said, “Lord, give us Your mercy 
and cause us to act rightly.” We drew a veil over them depriving them 
of their senses for many years. Th en We roused them so that We could 
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know which would best determine the number of years they lived in the 
cave.
[...]

18:25 Th ey remained in their cave for three hundred years, though some 
say three hundred and nine. Say: Allah knows exactly how long they 
stayed. He knows the secrets of the heavens and the earth. Man has no 
guardian besides Him. He does not allow any to share His power. 

As to the question about the mighty traveler (the Koran considers Alexan-
der, the Great to be a prophet:

18:83 Th ey will ask you about Zul-Qarnain [Alexander, the Great]. Say: 
I will recite to you an account of him. We established his power in the 
land and gave him the means to achieve any of his aims. So he followed a 
path, until, when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it setting in 
a muddy pond. Near by he found a people. We said, “Zul-Qarnain, you 
have the authority to either punish them or to show them kindness.”
18:87 He said, “Whoever does wrong, we will certainly punish. Th en 
he will be returned to his Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible 
punishment. But whoever believes and does good deeds shall be given a 
wonderful reward, and We will give them easy commands to obey.”

The question—what is the spirit?

17:85 Th ey will ask you about the spirit [probably the angel Gabriel]. 
Say: Th e spirit is commanded by my Lord, and you are given only a 
little knowledge about it. If We wished, We could take Our revelations 
away from you. Th en you would fi nd no one to intercede with us on your 
behalf except as a mercy from your Lord. Surely His kindness to you is 
great.

The Quraysh had questions about proof of Mohammed’s messages. Here 
is the Koran’s restatement of their questions about angels coming, creat-
ing rivers, creating wealth and any other miracle to prove Mohammed’s 
validity. The Koran’s response:

17:88 Say: If men and jinn were assembled to produce something like this 
Koran, they could not produce its equal, even though they assisted each 
other. And certainly in this Koran We have explained to man every kind 
of argument, and yet most men refuse everything except disbelief. Th ey 
[the Meccans] say, “We will not believe in you until you cause a spring to 
gush forth from the earth for us; or until you have a garden of date trees 
and grape vines, and cause rivers to gush abundantly in their midst; or 
when you cause the sky to fall down in pieces, as you claim will happen; 
or when you bring us face-to-face with Allah and the angels; or when 
you have a house of gold; or when you ascend into heaven; and even 
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then we will not believe in your ascension until you bring down a book 
for us which we may read.” Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am I nothing ex-
cept a man, a messenger?
17:94 What keeps men from believing when guidance has come to them 
but that they say, “Has Allah sent a man like us to be His messenger?” 
Say: If angels walked the earth, We would have sent down from heaven 
an angel as Our messenger. Say: Allah is a suffi  cient witness between 
you and me. He is well acquainted with His servants and He sees 
everything.
17:97 Whoever Allah guides, he is a follower of the right way, and who-
ever He causes to err, they shall not fi nd any to assist them but Him. We 
will gather them together on the Resurrection Day, face down, blind, 
deaf, and dumb. Hell will be their home. Every time its fl ames die down, 
We will add fuel to the Fire. Th is is their reward because they did not 
believe Our signs and said, “When we are reduced to bones and dust, 
will we really be raised up as a new creation?”

This is the Koran’s answer to the Kafi rs who said that the Koran was a lie 
based on old stories:

25:3 Still they have worshiped other gods, besides Him, who have created 
nothing and were themselves created. Th ey are powerless to work good 
or evil for themselves, nor can they control life or death or resurrection. 
But the Kafi rs say, “Th is [the Koran] is nothing but a lie which he [Mo-
hammed] has created with the assistance of others producing slander 
and injustice.”
25:5 Th ey say, “ Th ese are ancient fables that he has written down. Th ey 
are dictated to him morning and night.”
25:6 Say: Th e Koran was revealed by Him who knows the secrets of the 
heavens and the earth. He is truly forgiving and merciful.

I204 When Mohammed called upon Meccans to submit to Islam, they 
said, “Our hearts are veiled; we don’t understand what you say. There is 
something in our ears so we can’t hear you.” 

The Koranic response:

17:45 When you recite the Koran, We place an invisible barrier between 
you and the Kafi rs. We place veils over their hearts and deafness in their 
ears so that they do not understand it, and when you mention only your 
Lord, Allah, in the Koran, they turn their backs and fl ee from the truth. 
We know absolutely what they listen to when they listen to you, and 
when they speak privately, the wicked say, “You follow a mad man!” See 
what they compare you to. But they have gone astray and cannot fi nd 
the way.



26

a two-hour koran

Mohammed’s opponents are frequently quoted and paraphrased: 

43:29 I have allowed these men and their fathers to enjoy the pleasurable 
things of this life until the truth comes to them and a messenger makes 
things clear.
43:30 But when the truth came to them, they said: “Th is is trickery, and 
we reject it.” And they say, “Why was this Koran not revealed to a great 
man of one of the two cities [Mecca and Taif]?”

21:1 Man’s fi nal reckoning draws ever closer to him, and yet he heedlessly 
continues to turn away. Every new warning that comes to him from his 
Lord is ridiculed. Th e wicked confer secretly and say, “Is he a man like 
you, or something more? Will you succumb to witchcraft  with your eyes 
wide open?”
21:4 Say: My Lord knows what is spoken in the heavens and on earth. He 
is the hearer and the knower of all things.
21:5 Th ey say, “No, Th is is nothing but jumbled dreams. He made it up. He 
is just a crazy poet! We want him to bring us a sign similar to those given 
to the prophets of the past!” Up to their time, despite Our warnings, not 
a single city that We destroyed believed. Will these people believe?

Now verses in the Koran began to form the basis of the legal system (the 
Sharia) of Islam.

17:31 Do not kill your children because you fear poverty. We will provide 
for them as well as for you. Surely, killing them is a terrible sin.
17:32 Have nothing to do with adultery. It is a shameful act and an evil 
path that leads to other evils.
17:33 Do not kill any one whom Allah has forbidden to be slain [a Mus-
lim] unless it is for a just cause [apostasy, retribution for a killing]. 
Whoever is unjustly slain, We have given their heirs the authority to 
either forgive or demand retribution, but do not allow him to exceed 
limits in slaying because he will be helped by the law.
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8:20 Believers! Be obedient to Allah and His messenger, and 
do not turn your backs now that you know the truth. Do 
not be like the ones who say, “We hear,” but do not obey. 

I217 Each of the clans of the Quraysh began to persecute those Muslims 
that they had any power over. The Meccans did not believe Mohammed.

34:43 For when Our clear signs are recited to them, they say, “Th is is 
merely a man who would turn you away from your father’s religion.” 
Th ey say, “Th is (Koran) is only a lie.” And when they hear the truth, 
the Kafi rs say, “Th is is nothing but clear sorcery.” Yet We did not give 
them any books to study deeply, nor have We sent them a messenger with 
warnings. Th ose before them rejected the truth, but they have not given 
Us a tenth of what We have given to them. When they rejected My mes-
sengers, My vengeance was terrible.
34:46 Say: I advise you in one thing: that you stand up before Allah and 
refl ect. Th ere is no madness in your fellow citizen [Mohammed]. He is 
only your warner before a severe punishment.

This verse allows a Muslim to avoid being persecuted about his reli-
gion. A Muslim may cover true beliefs about Islam to a Kafi r.

3:28 Say: Whether you hide what is in your hearts or make it widely 
known, Allah knows all. He knows all that is in the heavens and earth. 
Allah has control over all things. 

 I235 A story teller boasted that he could tell better old stories and would 
tell them in competition with Mohammed. But the story teller was an 
Kafi r and the Koran condemned him, as well as all Kafi rs.

31:6 Th ere are men who engage in idle tales [A Persian story-teller in 
Mecca said that his stories were better than Mohammed’s] without 
knowing, and they mislead others from the way of Allah and turn it to 
scorn. Th ere will be a shameful punishment for them. When Our signs 
are revealed to him, he turns away in arrogance as if he had not heard 
them, as though there were deafness in his ears. Give him tidings of a 
terrible punishment. Th ose who will believe and do good works, will en-
joy the Gardens of Bliss, where they will abide forever. It is Allah’s true 
promise, and He is mighty and wise.
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31:10 He created the heavens without pillars that can be seen and put 
mountains fi rmly on the earth so that they would not move. He scattered 
over it animals of every sort. He sent down rain from the heavens and 
caused every kind of noble plant to grow. Th is is the creation of Allah. 
Now show me what others beside Him have created. Th e wrongdoers are 
in obvious error.

The Koran describes the qualities of Allah.

40:61 Allah made the night so you could rest and the day to give you light 
for seeing. Allah is rich in bounties to men, but most men do not give 
thanks. Such is Allah your Lord, creator of all things. Th ere is no god 
but Allah. Why then are you turned from the truth? Th ose who deny the 
signs of Allah are turned aside.
40:64 Allah made the earth for you as a resting place and built up the 
heavens over it. He formed you and made your forms beautiful, and 
provided you with good things. Th is is Allah your Lord. Blessed be Allah, 
Lord of the worlds. He is the living one. Th ere is no god but Allah. Call 
on Him with sincere devotion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.
40:66 Say: I am forbidden to worship any beside Allah aft er the clear 
signs that have come to me from my Lord, and I am commanded to sub-
mit to the Lord of the worlds.

the satanic verses

Mohammed was always thinking of how he could persuade all the 
Meccans. It came to him that the three gods of the Quraysh could in-
tercede with Allah. Mohammed said, “These are the exalted high fl ying 
cranes whose intercession is approved.” The Meccans were delighted and 
happy. Satan had fooled Mohammed. 

22:52 Never have We sent a prophet or messenger before you whom Satan 
did not tempt with evil desires, but Allah will bring Satan’s temptations 
to nothing. Allah will affi  rm His revelations, for He is knowing and wise. 
He makes Satan’s suggestions a temptation for those whose hearts are 
diseased or for those whose hearts are hardened. Truly, is this is why the 
Kafi rs are in great opposition so that those who have been given knowl-
edge will know that the Koran is the truth from their Lord and so that 
they may believe in it and humbly submit to Him. Allah will truly guide 
the believers to the right path.
22:55 But the Kafi rs will never stop doubting until the Hour of Judgment 
comes upon them unaware or until the punishment of a disastrous day. 
On that day Allah’s rule will be absolute. He will judge between them. 
And those who believed and did good works will be led into Gardens of 
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delight. As for the Kafi rs who treated Our signs as lies, they will receive 
a shameful punishment.

The Koran is constant in its admonitions about whom a Muslim should 
be friends with (there are 12 verses that say a Muslim is not the friend of 
a Kafi r.

9:23 Oh, Believers, do not make friends of your fathers or your brothers 
if they love unbelief above Islam. He who makes them his friends does 
wrong. Say: If your fathers, and your sons, and your brothers, and your 
wives, and your kin-folks, and the wealth which you have gained, and 
the merchandise that you fear you will not sell, and the dwellings in 
which you delight—if all are dearer to you than Allah and His Messen-
ger and eff orts on His Path, then wait until Allah’s command comes to 
pass. Allah does not guide the impious.

3:28 Believers should not take Kafi rs as friends in preference to other 
believers. Th ose who do this will have none of Allah’s protection and will 
only have themselves as guards. Allah warns you to fear Him for all will 
return to Him.

3:118 Believers! Do not become friends with anyone except your own 
people. Th e Kafi rs will not rest until they have corrupted you. Th ey wish 
nothing but your ruin. Th eir hatred of you is made clear by their words, 
but even greater hatred is hidden within their hearts. We have made 
Our signs clear to you. Th erefore, do your best to comprehend them.

5:57 Oh, you who believe, do not take those who have received the Scrip-
tures [Jews and Christians] before you, who have scoff ed and jested at 
your religion, or who are Kafi rs for your friends. Fear Allah if you are 
true believers. When you call to prayer, they make it a mockery and a 
joke. Th is is because they are a people who do not understand.

I260 In the market there was a Christian slave who ran a booth. Mo-
hammed would go and speak with him at length. This led to the Quraysh 
saying that what Mohammed said in the Koran, came from the Christian 
slave. The Koran’s response:

32:1 ALIF. LAM. MIM. Th is Book is without a doubt a revelation sent down 
from the Lord of the worlds. Do they say, “He [Mohammed] has made 
it up”? No. It is the truth sent from your Lord so that you may warn a 
people who have not yet been warned so that they may be guided.

the night journey

17:1 Glory to Allah, Who took His servant on a night time journey from 
the Sacred Mosque in Mecca to the furthest Mosque [Jerusalem], whose 
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neighborhood We have blessed so that We might show him Our signs: 
He, and only He, hears and sees all things.

I264 Gabriel took Mohammed to Jerusalem to the site of the Temple. 
There at the temple were Jesus, Abraham, Moses, and other prophets. Mo-
hammed led them in prayer. Then Gabriel took Mohammed up to the 
seven heavens. 

I271 When Mohammed got to the seventh heaven his Lord gave him 
the duty of fi fty prayers a day. When he returned, Moses asked him how 
many prayers Allah had given him. When Moses heard that it was fi fty, he 
said, “Prayer is a weighty matter and your people are weak. Go back and 
ask your Lord to reduce the number for you and your community. Allah 
reduced the number to fi ve. In the Night Journey we see Mohammed as 
the successor to the Jewish prophets. 

Here we see the story of Noah and Moses adapted to Mohammed’s 
needs.

10:71 Tell them the history of Noah when he said to his people, “Oh, my 
people, if my stay and my reminding you of the signs of Allah are griev-
ous to you, I still trust Allah. So choose a course of action—you and your 
false gods. Do not let your plans be uncertain to you. Th en come to some 
decision about me, and do not delay. If you turn your backs on me, I 
ask no reward from you. My reward is with Allah alone, and I am com-
manded to submit to Allah’s will.” But they treated him as a liar, and We 
rescued him and those with him in the ark, and We made them to inherit 
the earth while We drowned those who rejected Our signs. See what was 
the end of those who were warned?
10:74 Th en aft er him, We sent messengers to their peoples, and they 
brought them clear signs, but they would not believe in what they had 
denied earlier. So We seal up the hearts of the transgressors. Aft er them 
We sent Moses and Aaron with Our signs to Pharaoh and his nobles, but 
they were arrogant and a guilty people. When the truth came to them 
from Us, they said, “Th is is clear sorcery.”
10:77 Moses said, “What do you say of the truth when it has come to you, 
‘Is this sorcery?’ but sorcerers will not prosper.”
10:78 Th ey said, “Have you come to us to turn us away from the faith of 
our fathers so that you and your brother will have greatness in this land? 
We are not going to believe in you.”
10:79 Pharaoh said, “Fetch me every skilled magician.” When the magi-
cians arrived, Moses said to them, “Cast down what you have to cast.”
10:81 And when they had cast them down, Moses said, “What you have 
brought is sorcery, and Allah will render them vain. Allah does not 
uphold the work of mischief-makers. Allah will verify the truth by his 
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words, though the guilty may be averse to it.” And none believed in Mo-
ses except some of the children of his people because they feared that 
Pharaoh and his nobles would persecute them. Pharaoh was a tyrant in 
the land and one who committed excesses.
10:84 And Moses said, “Oh, my people, if you believe in Allah, put your 
trust in Him and submit.”
10:85 Th ey said, “In Allah we put our trust. Oh, our Lord, do not make us 
subject to the persecution of unjust people, and deliver us by Your mercy 
from the unbelieving people.”

Islam defi nes the Jews.

45:16 Long ago we gave to the Children of Israel the Torah and the wisdom 
and the gift  of prophecy, and We provided them with the good things. We 
favored them over all nations. We gave them clear commandments, but 
aft er they received knowledge, they began to diff er amongst themselves 
because of envy. Your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Reck-
oning concerning these issues which separated them.

7:163 Ask them about the town that stood by the sea, how the Jews broke 
the Sabbath. Th eir fi sh came to them on their Sabbath day appearing 
on the surface of the water. But during the work week there were no fi sh 
to catch. So We made a trial of them for they were evildoers. And when 
some of them said, “Why do you preach to those whom Allah is about to 
destroy or chastise with awful doom?” Th ey said, “To do our duty for the 
Lord so that they may be able to ward off  evil.”
7:165 When they disregarded the warnings that had been given to them 
[not to work on the Sabbath], We rescued those who had forbidden 
wrongdoing, and We punished the wrongdoers for their transgres-
sions. But when they persisted in what they had been forbidden, We 
said to them, “Be as apes, despised and loathed.” [The Jews were 
changed into apes.] 
7:167 Th en the Lord declared that until Resurrection Day, He would use 
others to punish the Jews, for the Lord is quick to punish, and most sure-
ly is He forgiving and merciful. And We sent them out on the land as 
separate nations. Some of them were righteous and some were not. We 
have tried them with prosperity and adversity in order that they might 
return to Us.

I272 Mohammed continued to preach Islam and condemn the old Ara-
bic religions. There were those of the Quraysh who defended their culture 
and religion and argued with him. Mohammed called them mockers and 
cursed one of them, “Oh Allah, blind him and kill his son.” The Koran 
records the Meccan’s resistance as plots and schemes.
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6:124 So We have placed wicked ringleaders in every city to scheme there, 
but they only plot against themselves, and they do not realize it. And 
when a sign comes to them they say, “We will not believe until we receive 
one like those that Allah’s messengers received.” Allah knows best where 
to place His message. Th e Kafi rs will be disgraced when they receive their 
punishment for their scheming.
6:125 For those whom Allah intends to guide, He will open their hearts 
to Islam. But for those whom He intends to mislead, He will make their 
hearts closed and hard, as though they had to climb up to the heavens. 
Th us does Allah penalize the Kafi rs. And this is the right way of your 
Lord. We have detailed Our signs for those who will listen and see. Th ey 
shall have an abode of peace with their Lord. He will be their protecting 
friend because of their works.

And if Mohammed were actually a prophet, why not show them some-
thing other than words. Why not do a miracle? 

13:27 Th e Kafi rs say: Why does his Lord not send a sign down to him? 
Say: Allah will truly mislead whom he chooses and will guide to Himself 
those who turn to Him. Th ey believe and their hearts fi nd rest in remem-
bering Allah. Without a doubt all hearts fi nd rest in the remembrance 
of Allah. Th ose who believe and do what is right will be blessed and fi nd 
joy in the end.
13:30 Th erefore, We have sent you to a nation before which other nations 
have passed away so that you may recite Our revelations to them. Nev-
ertheless they deny the merciful Allah. Say: He is my Lord; there is no 
god but Him. I put my trust in Him, and to Him I will return.
13:31 If there were a Koran that could move mountains, tear the earth 
apart, or make the dead speak, this would be it! Allah is in command of 
all things! Do the believers not know that if it had been Allah’s will, He 
could have guided all the people? Disaster will never cease to affl  ict the 
Kafi rs for their wrongful deeds or to come into their homes until Allah’s 
will is fulfi lled. Allah will not fail to keep His promise.
13:32 Many messengers who came before you were mocked. For a long 
time We allowed the Kafi rs to go unpunished, but fi nally We punished 
them. Th en how terrible was Our punishment!

If Judgment Day were to come, then the Meccans asked Mohammed to tell 
Allah to bring it here this day and prove Mohammed was a true prophet.

29:44 Allah created the heavens and the earth in truth. Th is is a sign to 
those who believe.
29:47 So it is that We have sent down the Book [Koran] to you [Moham-
med]. Th ose [the Jews] to whom We have given the Book of the law 
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believe in it, and some other Arabians there believe in it. None, save the 
Kafi rs, reject our signs.
29:48 You [Mohammed] were not a reader of the Scripture before this 
book came, nor did you write one with your right hand. Th en the critics 
could have treated it as a vain thing and doubted it. But it is a clear sign 
in the hearts of those whom knowledge has reached. None but the unjust 
reject Our signs. Th ey say, “Why are the signs not sent down to him from 
his Lord?” Say: Th e signs are in the power of Allah alone. I am only a 
plain warner. Is it not enough for them that We have revealed to you the 
Book to be recited to them? Th is is a mercy and a warning to those who 
believe. Say: Allah is witness enough between me and you. He knows all 
that is in the heavens and the earth. Th ose who believe in the falsehood 
and reject Allah—these will be the lost ones.
29:53 Th ey will challenge you to hasten the punishment. If there had not 
been a season fi xed for it, the punishment would have already come 
upon them. It will come on them suddenly when they are not looking for 
it. Th ey will ask you to hasten the punishment, but Hell will encompass 
the Kafi rs. One day the punishment shall wrap around them, both from 
above them and from below them, and Allah will say, “Taste your own 
doings.”
29:56 Oh, My servants who believe, My earth is vast; therefore, serve Me. 
Every soul will have a taste of death. Th en to Us you will return. Th ose 
who believe and serve righteousness, We will house in Gardens with pal-
aces, beneath which the rivers fl ow. Th ey will abide there forever. How 
good the reward of the workers, those who patiently endure and put 
their trust in their Lord.

Mohammed continued to tell about older Arabian cultures that had re-
fused to listen to their prophets. In every case, Allah smote them with a 
terrible scourge.

41:13 But if they turn away, say to them, “I have warned you of a disaster 
like the scourge that punished Ad [Ad lay on an old trade route north of 
Mecca. It was abandoned in Mohammed’s day] and Th amud [the people 
of a ruined Nabatean city near Medina].”
41:14 When their messengers came from all directions saying, “Serve only 
Allah,” they answered, “If our Lord had wished, He would have sent an-
gels down to us, so we do not believe the message you carry.”
41:15 As for the people of Ad, they were unjustly arrogant throughout 
the land, and they said, “Who has more power than us?” Could they 
not see that Allah, Who created them, was more powerful than them-
selves? Still, they continued to reject Our signs! So we sent a furious wind 
against them during days of disaster so that We might make them taste 
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the penalty of disgrace in this life. Th e penalty of the aft erlife will be even 
more disgraceful. Th ey will not be helped.
41:17 We showed the people of Th amud [the people of a ruined Nabatean 
city near Medina] the right way, but they preferred blindness to guid-
ance. So the scourge of humiliation overtook them because that was 
what they earned. However, We saved those who believed and acted 
righteously. On the day when the enemies of Allah are gathered to face 
the Fire, they will be marched together in groups. When they reach the 
Fire, their ears, eyes, and skin will bear witness against them for what 
they have done.

41:21 Th ey will say to their skins, “Why do you testify against us?” And 
their reply will be, “Allah, Who has given speech to all things, has made 
us speak. He created you originally, and you will be returned to Him. 
You did not try to hide yourselves so that your ears, eyes, and skins could 
testify against you. You thought that Allah was unaware of most of the 
things that you did. But this evil thought of yours [that there are other 
gods] has brought you to destruction, and now you are one of the lost.”
41:24 And though they are resigned, the Fire will still be their home. If 
they ask for goodwill, they will not receive it. We have given them com-
panions in this world who made their present and past seem good to 
them. Th ey deserve the fate of the past generations of jinns and men. 
Th ey are certainly losers. 

mohammed’s protector and wife both die

I278 After Abu Talib’s death, the pressure on Mohammed grew. It 
reached the point where one of the Quraysh threw dust at Mohammed. 
This was the worst that happened. 

The death of his wife, Khadija, had no political effect, but it was a blow 
to Mohammed. His wife was his chief confi dant, and she consoled him. 

mohammed’s new marriages

About three months after the death of Khadija Mohammed married 
Sauda, a widow and a Muslim. 

Abu Bakr had a daughter, Aisha, who was six years old. Soon after mar-
rying Sauda Mohammed was betrothed to Aisha, who was to become his 
favorite wife. The consummation would not take place until she turned 
nine. 


